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Come Empty Handed, 

WW you coma, and empty hsnded f 

Now the Savior nails for you , 
While be bids you, do not linger, 

It Mall tbat you on do. 
Think you not of longer waiting. 

There to nothing you can win; 
'Tift the blood of Cbrtot that cleanses, 

Nothing else can a*ve from sin. 
Now by faith receive the menage ; 

Turn from all thy sins away ; 
And the name of Christ confessing ; 

Ever seek him to obey. 

fllMIHi 
Trust him ever, trust bim only, 

He will for thy sins atone ; 

Hope no more In future fitness; 

Jesus saves, and he alone. 

— Christian Standard. 

Principles. What ire they 1 

There in a principle in every 
thing. Jmtis there ie stowed 
away somewhere in every seed, 
a lite germ that will under the 
proper circumstances assert it- 
self and be seen and felt, bo is 
there a principle in every iusti 
tation and in every action that 
will eventually come to light. 
Christianity in no exception. As 
life is the great principle of 
nature, ao is love the great prin- 
ciple i o C b riati ani ty. God teac h - 
ee it everywhere. It is seen in 
every action of Jehovah. It ie 
seen in the life and actions of 
oar Lord end Master. It is seen 
in every word be uttered. There 
is not a discourse, there is not a 
miracle, there is not a parable, 
there ie not a command that is 
not brimfnl of love. Love, Love, 
Love everywhere. It is the es- 
sence of God. It is the principle 
of Christianity. It is heaven 
itself. 

We noticejthst the Lord him 
self makes it the distinguishing 
mark of his followers. "By this 
shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples" — not by the dress, 
not b^iause we practice the salu- 
tation of the kiss, not because we 
wash feet, not because we are 
baptized by trine immersion — 
but "if ye have love for one anoth- 
er." The cultivation and de- 
velopment ol this principle is the 
sum and substance of the Lord's 
revelations. 

What we call the "ordinances" 
are not the principles of Christi- 
anity any more than the fertilizer 
is the grain, or the plowing is 
the crop. The institutions of 
the Lord's house are the means" 
of grace tor the development ot 
love. The obedience to his will 
is the evidence of our childlike 
spirit and faith io him. The 
Lord's supper, communion and 
feet- washing are only means to 
develop the same principle of 
love. It is just as this love is 
developed that we are benefitted 
by the means of grace. 

"Love is tbe fulfilling of the 
law." Love is tbe greatest of all 
virtues. It ie the life blood of 
heaven. This love must be de- 
veloped. When Jesus taught 
hie disciples it was wrong to go 
to war, it was te teach love. 
When he taught liberality and 
alms giving it was to counteract 
selfishness and avarice. When 
he said "Lay not not up for your- 
selves treasures on earth," it was 
to lift our eyes heavenward, all 
his teaching was to make ne 
more trusting Id God, and more 
loving to one another. Id all 


things let us sot forget that love 
is the only trne vital principle 
of Christianity. 

Edward Masom. 


Bracken, Ind. 

With pleasure we are able to 
chronicle the following account 
of our harvest meeting at Brack- 
en, which was- held the fourth 
Sunday of August, in a beautiful 
grove three miles east of Bracken 
on the farm of Mr, Tobias Myers. 
The Lord favored us with a 
lovely day for a basket meeting 
and a large audience was present 
and seemed to enjoy tbe occasion. 
The very best order prevailed 
throughout the day. This was a 
happy day for us as it was held 
where we spent onr boyhood 
days, and in the grove where our 
meeting was held, we often 
played in childish glee. But 
those happy days are gone, and 
with them many of onr associates 
and some that were with as just 
one year from that time, bad 
crossed the river. Father Myers, 
who sat near the stand in a bug- 
gy while we were talking, has 
gone to the spirit world ; Bro 8. 
W. Lewis, who was a cousin of 
ours was absent. We expect to 
meet them at the great harvest 
meeting when the angels are the 
reapers and the harvest the end 
of the world. 

Won't that he a happy meeting 

On the other shore ? 
We met many of our school- 
mates and some of our scholars, 
and beet of all, Brethren in the 
church. We have seen them 
grow from childhood to maturity 
and have bad tbe pleasure ol re- 
ceiving them into the church. 

We have had charge of the 
Bracken congregation ever since 
its organization which was New 
Years day, 1880, and it seems 
near to us by the ties of Chris- 
tian fellowship. 

We tried to deliver the dis- 
course in the forenoon of this 
occasion, and in the afternoon 
Bro. R. K. Binkley addressed us, 
after which a social service was 
held, and it was soul stirring to 
bear the old veterans of the cross 
speak of the joy they realize 
while waiting for the Harvest 
Home. At three o'clock p. m. 
we adjourned to meet at night. 
We tried to preach to a full 
houso. Thus closed a happy day 
for the Bracken congregation. 
May they and we all live that 
we may enjoy the Harvest meet- 
ing when Christ shall come. 

Wii. W. Summers. 


Thoughts of Parting. 

Having just returned from 
hearing the farewell sermon of 
onr beloved pastor, who has la- 
bored with us and for us the 
past three years, my mind is 
agitated to a sense of sadness, 
because ot parting with him who 
has been so faithful in hie posi- 
tion as pastor, ever ready to help 
and encourage the young and 
weak. How vividly memory 
brings to view a scene of ten 
years ago, in a church sixty miles 
from here, where a little girl oc- 
cupied a pew, time after time, 
listening to the word of God as 
it fell from the lips of him whom 
we heard today. That seed 


NUMBER 38. 


■own brought forth fruit not 
many months after. Thus 
through his preaching I was 
awakened to see that a work was 
required of me at the hands of 
my Redeemer, and with many 
others whom he has been the 
instrumentality of bringing to 
Christ, have been giving my eer 
vice to God. 

While we regret losing Bro. 
Basbor from onr congregation, 
Sister Ba^hor's kindly greeting 
will also be missed. Though 
many years have intervened, yet 
fresh in our memory are the true, 
noble principles instilled by her, 
our tutor, in childhood. 

Brother and Sister Bashor, al- 
though we are parted for a little 
while, your influence and words 
of truth will strengthen us and 
help ua to lead that higher life 
which yon so often entreated us 
to lead. 

Praying that we will meet in 
heaven when onr work on earth 
is done, I say farewell. 

I. L. 

Waterloo, Iowa, Sept. 11, '87. 


North Manchester, Ind. 

The members of the Brethren 
church at North Manchester, 
Ind., held their yearly business 
meeting on the 2nd of this 
month. We are glad to inform 
the readers of the Evanqelist 
that Bro, W. W. Summers was 
selected to preach for ub the 
coming year. When the motion 
was made to employ him to 
preach lor us the coming year, 
he was elected without an oppos- 
ing vote. Ho was also elected 
aa delegate to the} Brethren con- 
vention at Ashland. 

Our Sabbath School is in a 
good condition and much inter- 
est is manifested in the work by 
all the officers and teachers. We 
hope much good may be accom- 
plished thereby and that the 
good seed sown in the hearts of 
the rising generation, may be as 
bread cast upon the water, that 
will be gathered up again aot 
many days hence, to the honor 
and glory of God. 

Daniel Sala. 


The Prattvllle Meeting. 

Our meeting here will close 
with aoomtnuoion tonight. Have 
been pounding away nearly two 
weeks. There are many good 
people living here, but few of 
them know much about the 
Brethren doctrine. Bro. Jacob 
Reiser and family and old Bister 
Fisk, members of the Brethren 
church, have lived here several 
years, but had no meetings of 
their kind until the last two 
weeks. It took hard pounding 
to get a break made, bnt thank 
God, some of the most prominent 
people have confessed the Lord 
and will be baptized today. 
People have heretofore enter- 
tained very strange ideas about 
the Brethren. One man asked 
one of our brethren the other 
day in all oandor, if we were go- 
ing to hold our Annual Meeting 
and roast an ox. A little boy on 
his way to school the other day, 
said, "I am going to leave school 
and go to the baptising, for in all 
my life I never saw anybody 
baptized in water." The people 


here can baptize without going 
into the water. 

An effort is now being made to 
erect a house of worship early 
in the spring. Bro. Keiser got 
himself flogged yesterday for 
"organizing a new church here," 
and it will be necessary for the 
Brethren to have a house that 
they can control themselves, for 
the Congregational house, which 
is tbe only house iu town, will 
hereafter not be capable of con- 
taining the doctrine of tbe Bible 
and Brethren. Nearly lour hun- 
dred dollars have already been 
pledged and no list circulated 
yet. 

J.H. Swibart. 


Miami Valley Items. 

On last Monday week when 
returning from the "Talley," I 
was lamenting that I was not 
able to reach the very early train, 
so that I eould reach Ashland 
earlier. That very early train 
never reached Ashland, it was 
wrecked in a collision not very 
far irom Urban a. The engineer 
was killed, and I believe tbe fire- 
man has died since. The passen- 
gers were all badly shaken up, 
although none seriously hurt. 
After I heard of the wreck I 
ceased to lament and thanked 
God that it so came out. How 
often do we murmur because 
some plun.nr idea is thwarted, 
and as in this case, although not 
always so plain, it is better for 
us as it was. 

On last Friday morning I left 
again for my appointments at 
Miamisburg and Pleasant Hill. 

The school house where we 
first held meetings has been un- 
dergoing repair. So we have 
been preaching around in the 
neighboring schoolbouses in tbe 
meantime. We have found the 
doors open to receive us, and tbe 
people very anxious to hear what 
we had to say. Everybody seems 
to be taking an interest in the 
Brethren church and her infalli- 
ble creed. We have many fast 
friends here. Each meeting 
makes the prospect of the Miara- 
isbnrg church more promising. 

The work on the new chnrch 
is being pushed so as to be able 
to dedicate it this fall. 

While we were in Dayton we 
made another attempt to visit 
Bro. Stephens and bis family . 
This time we were successful. 
They have sold their new prop- 
erty and there is a possibility 
that they may return to the 
neighborhood of Eldorado, Pre- 
ble county, in the spring. 

We heard of a rare opportuni- 
ty for the Dayton church of hav- 
ing a permanent home in Miami 
City. On Third street, some- 
where, I think, between Broad- 
way and the railroad crossing, 
there iB a modest frame building 
that ie very suitable for holding 
worship. This building can be 
purchased for f 1000, tbe owner 
willing to donate $100 of this to 
the chnrch. It is thought that 
arrangements could be made so 
that the church could easily make 
the payments. If this is true, 
and our information comes very 
direct, the Dayton church un- 
doubtedly ought to grasp the op- 
portunity aa there is a good pros- 


pect tor building up a church in 
Miami City. 

Beside this, we hear that the 
Christian church iu Miami City 
could be hired for $ I a month . 
We look at these as golden op. 
portunities to inaugurate a church 
on the west side ot tbe river. 

Notwithstanding the drizzly 
rain falling all through Sunday, 
our Pleasant Hill meetings had 
tbe usual good attendance and 
interest. 

On Saturday evening we gave 
the usual invitation at the close 
of the services, and one sister de- 
cided to serve the Lord. After 
tbe morning services on Sunday 
she was baptized. 

We always give an invitation 
at the close of each service at 
this place. We have thus at onr 
regular monthly meetings, gath- 
ered over twenty persons into 
the church daring the last fifteen 
months. 

Bro. Simon MikeBell and Kev. 
Spurlockof the Methodist church 
were with us at our Sunday 
morning Ber vices. We prevailed 
on Bro. Spurlock to preach. He 
gave us an excellent discourse, 
which was very highly appreci- 
ated, 

Bro. Spurlock, we were told, 
intended to accompany Bro, 
Mikesell to the Convention. We 
will not only be glad to see him 
at tbe Convention, but wonld re- 
joice to welcome him into the 
Brotherhood. 

Bro. Deeter's marble quarry 
noticed a tew weeks ago in tbe 
Evahobljst, is now on the way 
of becoming a permanent insti- 
tution. A stock company with 
$75,000 capital ib being incorpor- 
ated to work it. 

We have just heard of a U. B. 
sister that came from tbe neigh- 
borhood of Ashland to the Miami 
Valley. Although site brought 
a good letter irom D. N. Work- 
man's church, they refused to re- 
ceive her because she wore a hat. 
Edward Mason. 


Time's Changes. 

In 1863, among the crowd 
which came one day to President 
Lincoln's anteroom, seeking an 
audience, was a white haired, 
bent, old man whose son had been 
condemned to be shot as a de- 
serter, lie came lo plead tor the 
hoy's life. The President prom- 
ised to look into the case, and 
bade him return at the same hour 
the next day. When he came 
his agitation was so great that he 
was unable to speak. 

Mr. Lincoln placed the pardon 
in his hands, and the old man af- 
ter a few choking worde, lelt tbe 
room, 

"That is Mr. Blank, of Illinois," 
the Prssident said to a triend, 
"He was the great man of his 
district thirty-two years ago. I 
was the hired man in a family 
vihere he often visited. I sup- 
pose he has forgotten me," he 
added, simply, apparently uncon- 
scious of the change which time 
had brought to them both. 

What is joy ? A sunbeam be- 
tween two clouds. 


Good nature is 
grandest of virtues. 


one of tbe 




